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LIVING LIFE IN THE LITE OF LENT 
 

   February is always a big month for Hallmark 
(and the other card companies), for Floral 
Expressions (and the other flower shops), for 
Jamies’-The Diamond Mine (and other jewelry 
stores), for restaurants, retail stores, and gift 
shops. Valentine’s Day always comes, without 
fail, on February 14th.  And it has become pretty 
commercialized and “buy this” and “spend here” 
driven.  It’s good for the economy and it makes 
people feel better. 
 

   President Lincoln’s birthday on February 
12th and President Washington’s birthday on 
February 22rd are pretty significant days in the 
month of February too.  Of course, they’ve been 
morphed into Presidents’ Day and a vacation 
day for some.  I’d say Ground Hog’s Day is a 
non-topic; there’s no way  seeing or not seeing 
one’s shadow makes any difference.  Those of 
us who have birthdays or anniversaries in 
February know the significance of those days. 
 

   These days referred to above always come in 
February.  There’s another day that usually 
comes in February-but not always, when Easter 
comes late in April like it did in 2011; that day 
was March 9th in 2011.  We’re referring to ASH 
WEDNESDAY-THE BEGINNING OF LENT!  
This is a great and important and significant day 
in February too-most years, this year, February 
22nd. 
 

   LENT (Ash Wednesday through Good Friday 
and Sad Saturday) and EASTER, don’t have all 
the commercialism and distracting stuff that 
Advent and Christmas do. This makes Lent a 
good tome to grow in our faith and meditate on 
our relationship with God and spend time in the 

Word of God.  This makes Lent a good time to 
focus intentionally and regularly on our Lord’s 
love for us in going to the cross for us and the 
gifts He gives and who we are as God’s dearly 
loved, forgiven, heaven-bound people. 
 

   What a great month February is for us this 
year.  From our expressions of love for one 
another on Valentine’s Day (February 14th) to a 
week later beginning on Ash Wednesday 
(February 22nd) focusing on God’s great 
expressions of His lavish love toward us in His 
Son and His sacrifice for our salvation.  Our 
response is love to Him and love to other 
people. 
 

   Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent 
means that spring is coming again.  In fact, the 
word “lent” is connected to the word “spring” 
and “lengthening of days”.  This is a whole lot 
more reliable than some animal named “Phil” in 
PA.  We know on the basis of God’s Word that 
Easter will indeed follow Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday. And the more seriously we take 
our Savior’s suffering and sacrifice for our 
salvation during Lent, the more fully we will 
appreciate and experience the blessings of His 
resurrection on Easter (April 8, 2012).  
 
   As we approach another Ash Wednesday and 
start of Lent (February 22nd this year) living life 
in the light of Lent is living with God’s love for 
us in His Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
That will make February 14 even more 
meaningful! 
 
    by Pastor Harre 
    01-31-12 



“WE AS A CHURCH FAMILY” 
CELEBRATE FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 Brittany Swinger 11 Taylor Harmon 21 Jamie Powell 
 Taylor Audi    John Ruenzi 
 Lauren Schrage 12 Ann Hart   
   Morgan Miller 22 Alethea Boesdorfer 
2 Janie Martin    Ray Cline 
 Tyler Sargeant 13 Michael Brown  Mary Hummel 
 Matthew Sargeant  Betty Sergent  Natalie Karrick 
   Delene Yoakum  Norma Kendall 
3 Alan Hinckle    Sarah Paszkiewicz 
 Gage Homan 14 Mary Lou Eliason  Karen Schnapp 
 Maddie Barrington   Nancy Jaeger   
   Jonas Parker 23 Gary Eicken 
4 Zoe Cocagne  Benjamin Selsor  Loryn VanHoos 
      
5 Mickey Bourne 15 Scott Harmon 24 Michelle Dorks 
     Morgan Barrington 
7 Andrea Hill 16 Kristen Burton   
 Jessica Helms  Chris Pinaire 26 Peggy Ostermeier 
   Nathaniel Seiz  Ashtyn Freeman 
8 Adam Bohnhoff  Nathan Guile  Carl Schultz 
 Taylor Jenkins  Juli Ladage   
 Ellen Hall  Karen Pyle    
 Travis Moreland   27 Elizabeth Grigsby 
 Connor Wood 17 Carolyn Brown  Lloyd Ladage 
      
9 Carl Booth 18 Sara Young 28 Heath Smith 
 Penny Karrick  Todd Gonterman   John Rehbein 
       
  19 Karla Belzer   
10 Macy Castleman  Ian Coe   
 Pearson Patterson  Tricia Lynch   
    Lesa McCall   
      
      

 
 

A Special “Happy Birthday” to Carl Booth  who is celebrating his  91st  birthday on 
February 9th, and Mary Hummel who is celebrating her 92nd birthday on February 22nd! 

 

Discipleship Report for January, 2012 
Date    Worship   Communion   Budget 
Jan.  1    45 + 38 = 83   43 + 29 = 72   $2946.00 
Jan.  8    119 + 91 = 210       $5218.05 
Jan. 15    101 + 58 = 159   92 + 53= 145   $3831.55 
Jan. 22    109 + 60 = 169       $4283.26 
Jan. 29    110 + 65 = 117       $3676.46 
In Memory of Gladys, Loren, Dean Boesdorfer (Organ Fund)     $  600.00 
In Memory of Charlie Halleman (Memorial Fund)       $  500.00 
In Memory of Janice Campbell (Memorial Fund)       $    25.00 
Organ Fund Gifts          $  240.00  
 

Official Acts Recorded in January, 2012 
1. Transfer Out- Mr. and Mrs. Rodger (Dee) Lubben to Glendale Lutheran Church, Glendale, MO. 
2. Funeral: Mr. Theodore Charles Halleman 
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1 9:30 am Women’s Guild Meeting 

6:15 pm  Jesus Company 
6:15 pm   6-7 grade Confirmation 
7:00 pm   T.U.F.F. 
7:15 pm   God Squad Meeting 
7:30 pm   8 grade Confirmation 
7:30 pm   Women’s Bible Study 
7:30 pm   Men’s Bible Study 
7:30 pm   Beautiful Feet 

2 

 
 
 
 
  

3 
 
 
 
 

  
 

4 

 
  

4-H 1:00 pm 
M/P Room 

5 

  
8:00 am      Worship/ Communion  
9:15 am      Bible Study/8

th
 Gr. Conf./ 

                   Sunday School 
10:15 am    Worship/ Communion 
                 

6   

 
9:30 a.m. 
“Tea Thyme”                               

7 

 
 
 
 
 

8 

8:30 am   AMA Meeting 
6:15 pm   6-7 grade Confirmation 
7:30 pm   8 grade Confirmation 
7:30 pm   Women’s Bible Study 
7:30 pm   Men’s Bible Study 
7:30 pm   Beautiful Feet 

9  10 
 
 

7:00-8:30-
Focus 
Group for 
Cong. 
Revitalization 

11 

C.I.D. Cong. 
Revitalization 
9:00-2:00 
 
 

 

12 

8:00 am       Worship Service 
9:15 am       Bible Study/S.S./8

th
 Gr. Conf. 

10:15 am     Worship/ Hope’s  
                                  Celebration 
3:00 pm      ATSBBB-Conf. Rm. Mtg. 
6:00 pm      Sweetheart Dinner-M.P. Rm.                    

6:00 pm      Adult Information Class/                          
                   Great Room 
7:00 pm      Home Run King 

13 

 
 

 
  

14 
 

 

 
  

15 

  
6:15 pm  Jesus Company 
6:15 pm   6-7 grade Confirmation 
7:00 pm   T.U.F.F. 
7:30 pm   8 grade Confirmation 
7:30 pm   Women’s Bible Study 
7:30 pm   Men’s Bible Study 

16 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Christian 
          Ed. Comm.          

17 
 

18 

 
  

19 

 8:00 am      Worship/ Communion  
 9:15 am      Bible Study/Sunday  
                   School/8

th
 Gr. Conf.                                                                       

10:15 am    Worship/ Communion 
 6:00 pm      Adult Information Class 
 7:00 pm     Home Run King 
 7:15 pm    New Member Meet and 
                  Greet  

20 

 
 
9:30 a.m. 
“Tea Thyme”                               

21 
 
 
 

 
 
6:00 pm Grow/Pre-
School 
Board Mtg.  

22 
 

  
2:30 pm  ANRC Church Svc-Pastor 
                Harre 
6:00 pm  Lenten Supper 
7:00 pm  Worship Service 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY   

23 
 

  
 
                          
 

24 
 

  

25 
 

26 

8:00 am      Worship Service 
9:15 am      Bible Study/Sunday   
                   School/8

th
 Gr. Conf. 

10:15 am    Worship/Hope’s  
                   Celebration 
11:30 am    Baptism Service 
11:30-1:30 pm M-P Room Reserved 

6:00 pm     Adult Information Class  

27 28 
 
 
 
 

6:15 pm-6-7 Gr. 
              Conf. 
7:00 pm-8

th
 Gr. 

              Conf. 

29 
 
 
 
 

 6:00 pm  Lenten Supper 
 7:00 pm  Worship Service 
 

 
Trinity Lutheran Church  
1201 W. Jackson, Auburn, Illinois, 62615 
(217-438-6820) 
E-Mail:trinitylcms@mwii.net 
Web Site: www.trinityauburn.org 

 
 



 

LENT 
 

Our mid-week Lenten services begin on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd, and continue through March 28.   
 

Lent is a time of SPIRITUAL RENEWAL.  Refresh and revitalize your faith relationship with Jesus by being 
in God’s House on both Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.   

 

We participate in a pulpit exchange with St. John’s–Chatham, St. John’s-New Berlin, Christ-Waverly, and 
Bethlehem, Petersburg.  Each Pastor will be in his home church on Ash Wednesday and the last 
Wednesday. 
 

The theme for our mid-week Lenten services on Wednesday evenings this year is “GOD’S GIFT OF 
FORGIVENESS” based on certain psalms called “Penitential Psalms”.  These psalms offer a way for us 
to think about our need for and the result of Christs’ work for the forgiveness of our sins. The word 
“penitential” or “penitence” is related to the Biblical word “repentance”.  Repentance is turning away from 
our sins and turning to Christ for forgiveness.  Repentance is a gift from God because only God can turn 
a sinner’s heart to Himself.  So Lent is not just about knowing the right answers; it’s about living our lives 
in Christ’s love and with Christ’s love. 
 

Schedule for Wednesday Evening Lenten Services (First Two) 
From 7:00 to 7:45 pm 

 

DATE WORSHIP LEADER Bible Basis Theme for Sermon 

     February 22            Pastor Harre    Psalm 6    “Save Me, O Lord” 

February 29 Pastor Periera    Psalm 51  “Against You and For Me” 

 

SUPPER BEFORE LENTEN SERVICES (First Two) 
From 6:00 to 6:45 pm 

 

Suppers are offered each Wednesday evening by various groups in the congregation.  We want to make it 
convenient for you to worship on Wednesday evenings (no need to prepare supper and clean up), and we 
want to give you a chance to visit with one another (fellowship).  A free-will donation box is put out to cover the 
cost of the food.   
 

Date Group Responsible Main Part of Meals 

      February 22 God Squad Chicken and Noodles, green beans, rolls, cookies  

February 29 Church Council        Fried Chicken, potato Salad, cole Slaw, dessert 

 
 

 
 

The 2011 Lenten season begins on Ash 
Wednesday, February 22

nd
. 

† The God-Squad will serve supper from 
6:00-6:45.  The menu is chicken and 
noodles, green beans, rolls, cookies and 
Ice tea (and water) to drink. 

 

We will have our Worship Service from 7:00-8:00 
and the service will include Lenten Hymns, 
Scripture readings by Junior High Confirmation 
students, an Ash Wednesday sermon, and the 
receiving of ashes (for those who would want 
them). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The 2012 Lenten devotions from Lutheran 
Hour Ministries, Jesus Christ; Man on a 
Mission, show God’s love in action 
through the life of His Son.  The devotions 
follow the Gospel of Mark in its trajectory 
through the life and ministry of Jesus.  
Copies will be available on the table in the 
M-P Room.  It can be read online, heard 
as a podcast or received via e-mail. Go to 
lhm.org.   
 
 
 
 



  

VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY REPORT TO CONGREGATION 
(From 01-23-12 Meeting) 

  A resolution was passed to nominate Rev. 
Clarence Rogers Jr., pastor of St. John’s Lutheran, 
Chatham, to serve another term as Springfield 
West Circuit Counselor, and to nominate Rev. 
David Bueltmann to serve another term as Central 
Illinois District president.  
 

  With his previous consent, a resolution was 
passed to name Will Wietfeldt as the delegate to 
the C.I.D. convention to be held in Springfield on 
July 8-10, 2012.  Another volunteer was requested 
to serve as an alternate lay delegate and Don 
Montgomery volunteered and was named alternate 
delegate.  
 

  The treasurer’s report for 2011 showed ordinary 
income from offerings to be $244,702.25 and 
ordinary  expenses to be  $216,524.27 with an 
income above expenses of $28,177.98. Pastor 
Harre led the assembly in expressing thanks to 
God and words of commendation to the member of 
Trinity.  WE PRAISE AND THANK GOD AND WE 
COMMENDED THE MEMBERS OF TRINITY FOR 
A POSITIVE BALANCE AT THE END OF 2011! 
May the Lord God continue to grant His dearly-
loved in Christ people in Trinity the thanks to God 

for His gifts and the financial resources to support 
the Lord’s mission and ministry through His 
church.  Yes, the Lord enabled us to have a 
balance of about $28,000 for 2011; that is about 
12% of our operating budget for the year or about 
6 weeks operating expense. 
 

  With property matters, a kitchen remodeling 
committee proposal was discussed.  An open 
forum night/afternoon will be held sometime after 
the Revitalization Weekend to receive thoughts 
and ideas from different groups and the extent of 
any remodeling.  It was also mentioned that some 
long range planning needs to be addressed. 
 

  With stewardship/finance, a motion was raised to 
pay off the balance of $49,335 to the C.I.D. Church 
Extension Fund.  It was costing us about $7.00 per 
day in interest and there was sufficient funds in the 
Organ Fund, Memorials Fund, Capital 
Improvement fund and general fund to pay off the 
loan.  Any organ gifts still presented will be used to 
replace funds taken from the Capital Improvement 
fund-to make other necessary major 
improvements. The next meeting will be April 23, 
2012, at 7:00 p.m. 

REVITALIZING A CONGREGATION 
 

   On Friday afternoon and evening and Saturday, February 10 and 11, a team of three Central Illinois 
District-L.C.M.S. pastors will be here to help us look at our congregation- our strengths and weaknesses 
and help us discover how we can more efficiently carry out our mission and ministry opportunities.  
Through our Voter’s Assembly we invited them to come.  They are coming to help us, not to criticize or 
compare or tell us what to do.  They will be here to listen to us and lead us forward as a church and family 
of faith. 
 

If we are willing, any of us can take part in the process. 
 

First on Saturday, February 11, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

   We who are members of the Voter’s Assembly, we who are elected officers and leaders and church 
council members, we who are on Boards or Committees like Christian Education, Youth Ministry, Family 
Life, or G.R.O.W./Pre-School, we who are group leaders-like God Squad or T.U.F.F., we who are Sunday 
School staff and teachers are strongly encouraged and urged to attend this listening and sharing and 
teaching session. 
 

Second, on Friday evening, February 10, from 7:00-8:30 
 

   Any of us in Trinity, short time or long time members, older or younger, involved or attending (also 
attending seldom but with thoughts) are lovingly encouraged to take part in what they call a FOCUS 
GROUP. 
Pastors Cluver, Bueltmann, and Miller will lead this focus group and want us to share with them how we 
see our church and what we think can be done better.  Pastor Harre and the elected leaders and staff are 
to stay out of it at that point.   
 

   If you are willing to give up some of your leisure time on either Friday night, February 10, from 
7:00-8:30 or Saturday from 9:00-2:00 for the Lord and the mission of His church, please contact the 
church office by phone (438-6820) or e-mail (trinitylcms@mwii.net). The more ideas and opinions and 
suggestions they hear from us, the better they can help us.  Lunch will be served on Saturday.  The 
visitation team will interview some of the staff and elected leaders on Friday.  Pastor Cluver will be the 
preacher on and present a report at the end of both February 12

th
 Divine Worship Services. 



Christian Home Builders’ Focus: 
Putting God 1st in our Family  

 

Calling parents (and grandparents)— 
designated by God in Deuteronomy 6:6-9  

to be the primary nurturers/shapers 
of your children’s faith 

 

The Church is intended to help equip parents to 
nurture the Christian faith of their children.  One of 
the ways Trinity helps equip parents to do this is 
through the Christian Home Builders class that 
meets Sunday mornings from 9:15 a.m. to 10:00 
a.m. in the conference room.    
 

Individuals who are actively parenting (moms, 
dads, & grandparents) are invited to join other 
Christian home builders in class during February 
when you will receive ideas about specific ways 
you can put God first in your family in obedience to 
the 1

st
 Commandment:  

 

 

God Squad 

Newsééééééééé 
Here is what’s happening in February.   
Wednesday, February 1

st
 is our regular meeting at 

7:15 in the multi-purpose room (remember 
cookies!).  At this time, we need for you to turn in 
all of your Sweetheart dinner tickets (sold and 
unsold) and money.  If you need more tickets, 
please let us know.  We will also still be selling 
tickets after both church services on Sunday, 
February 5

th
, so if you are willing to help, please let 

us know.  **Don’t forget – there is a $25 prize 
for the God Squadder who sells the most 
tickets!!**The Sweetheart dinner is Sunday, 
February 12

th
 at 6:00 p.m.  We need all God 

Squadders to be at the church by 5:30 so we can 
assign your duties for the evening.  PLEASE EAT 
BEFORE YOU ARRIVE.  If there are leftovers, we 
will divvy them up after the meal is over.  Please 
wear something nice (NO jeans, t-shirts or 
hoodies).  
On Wednesday, February 22

nd
 (Ash Wednesday) 

God Squad is responsible for the Lenten meal 
before the service.  We will be collecting a $5.00 
donation from all of the God Squadders to help 
cover the expense of the meal.  We will also need 
about 10-12 kids who would be willing to refill 
drinks, clear tables, etc.  If you are in need of “Six 
Flags” points, this would be a great time to earn 
extra points!  Any questions, call Ann (341-6883) 
or Katy (725-1277).  Thanks! 

Confession is Current Topic 
of the Wednesday Evening  

Women’s Bible Study Group  
 

 

Confession…Is that a Lutheran thing?  If God 
wants us to confess our sins, how frequently does 
He want us to do it?  Each Sunday in worship?  
Twice a month on Communion Sundays?  Daily?!!! 
 

On February 1, 8, and 15 join other women on 
Wednesday evenings (7:30-8:30 p.m.) as we focus 
on God’s will concerning confession of our sins.  
You also will receive materials you can use in your 
own personal/private confession.  This current 
focus is one part of our study:  

Forgiveness… 
1

st
 Received,  

Then Shared. 

 

 
  

 had a great time on our ski trip in 
January.  Never knew we had such a group of 
daredevils!  Lots of fun and lots of memories for 
all.  Thank you again to Steve Johnson for 
organizing and preparing the breakfast we had in 
January.  Also thank you to all who supported us 
that day with your donations!  Your support of our 
group is very much appreciated!  Upcoming events 
for T.U.F.F.: Super Bowl Snacks will be sold on 
Sunday, February 5 between church services.  We 
are also planning to attend a Peoria Rivermen 
hockey game on Saturday, March 3.  We are also 
planning to serve another meal at the Ronald 
McDonald House in March (date to be 
announced).  As always, all high school youth are 
invited to join us for our Wednesday meetings, the 
first and third Wednesdays of the month.  During 
Lent, we will plan to eat together before we 
worship together!  T.U.F.F. will be serving 
the Lenten dinner on Wednesday, March 14.  All 
T.U.F.F. members, please plan to be  there to help 
serve and clean up! 

  

  

 

 

You shall have no other gods. 
What does this mean?  We should fear, love, 
and trust in God above all things 
 



 

 
THE NEWS FROM 

G.R.O.W. 
ñBy His divine power, God has 
given us everything we need 
for living a Godly life.  We 
have received all this by 
coming to know Him, the one who called us to 
Himself by means of His marvelous glory and 
excellence.ò   2 Peter 1:5 
 

The New Year has begun and the G.R.O.W. 
children are excited and filled with energy!  
Everyday they are heard throughout the halls of 
Trinity Lutheran Church with screams of laughter 
and excited voices.  This part of the school year, 
the teachers came together with a theme of 
“Growing around the Globe.”  I must confess, the 
first country they “visited” was truly a delight, 
Mexico! 
 

All the G.R.O.W. kids were able to listen to true 
stories that told of this country with Mrs. Costello; it 
was wonderful to watch them learn about a new 
culture.  What I truly enjoyed were each child’s 
face as they showed excitement when Mrs. 
Costello said something in Spanish! 
 

Miss Ann had each child decorate a “passport” 
with their pictures inside.  On the last day of our 
trip to Mexico, Miss Ann had all the kids go 
through “customs” and she stamped their 
“passports” and provided stickers for a page in 
their books.  I can’t wait to hear from the parents 
when our traveler’s take their “passports” home! 
 

Mrs. Sherwood took the kids down to the arts and 
crafts of Mexico!  She helped them to each create 
their own individual piñata.  These piñatas were 
hung around the classroom and in the MP room on 
the day of our Fiesta! 
 

All of the teachers did an outstanding job of 
providing or participating in an activity with the kids 
to make sure each child had a wonderful learning 
experience about a place away from home.  We 
are always reminded that God’s love knows no 
boundaries.  His love is endless and is for 
everyone!  
 

G.R.O.W. Kids next trip:  CHINA!   
 

Thank you all for praying for God’s program and 
the families who entrust their children to us.  Thank 
you for your continuous prayers for all the 
teachers.   
 
In His love, 
 
Mrs. Callarman 
 
 
 

 
 

New Young Adult Group 
A new group is being started to reach out to our 
kids that are college age, no matter where there 
are right now!  This group will mainly meet 
electronically through Facebook and e-mail.  The 
goal is to support our youth as they are going out 
into the world.  We hopefully will be able to meet 
once or twice a year when they are home on 
break.  Parents of college kids-please supply 
contact info for your kids (e-mail, facebook info, 
etc).  Info can be e-mailed to Amy Barrington at 
barringtona@hotmail.com. 
 

Portals of Prayer 
Online/Mobile Devotion 

“Portals of Prayer” is offered as an online/mobile 
devotion.  As a church we pay a subscription for 
the paper copies.  You can sign up to receive the 
mobile edition for $2.99.  Call the church for the 
CPH account number and sign up at 
http://sites.cph.org/portals/signup.asp.   
Select:  “Add Online/Mobile Version to Existing 
Print Subscription you receive from your church” 

Start Receiving your Mobile Portals of Prayer 

Today! 
 

Meet & Greet Session for Caring 

Connections Mentor Program February 19  
 

Adult confirmation students will meet their mentors 
on February 19 at 7:15 PM.  Adult confirmation 
students and their families, plus the Caring 
Connections Mentors, are invited to join us for 
dessert in the Great Room.  Both Caring 
Connections Mentors and Adult confirmation 
students will receive more information in the mail 
about this special event. 
 

Help us help you  

In today’s changing media, contact information 
changes quickly.  Please fill out the form below 
and return it to Trinity.  You may put it in the box in 
the multipurpose room or mail it to the church 
office. 
Name___________________________________  
 

Cell Phone ______________________________ 
 

E-mail address___________________________ 
 

Are you on Facebook?      y/n    
Do you have texting?     y/n 
Preferred method of contact: (circle one)  

Home phone, cell phone, email, texting 
 
 
 
 

mailto:barringtona@hotmail.com
http://sites.cph.org/portals/signup.asp


Trinity Lutheran Preschool 
Update   

 
The January theme in our four 
year-old class was Fantastic Fruits.  
We participated in a number of 

projects aimed at nutrition for body and soul.  
Each child was recognized with an award for 
his/her fruit of the spirit and with our little ones, 
their fruit is so easily identifiable.  God’s Spirit 
has made Raleigh and Madilyn loving and kind; 
Brady and Charlie, happy and good; Olivia and 
Chloe, patient and gentle; Evie and Isabella, 
loving and happy; Noah and Evan, patient and 
self-controlled, Clayton and Griffin, loving and 
happy, and Taylor and Raegan, loving and kind.  
Using real fruit to explain the fruits of the spirit 
went something like this.  A lemon is sour and 
must be eaten very slowly…we learn patience.  
The softness of the peach reminds us we must 
be gentle when handling.  We enjoyed tasting 
some fruits as we learned more about God’s 
Word in Galatians.  A trip to Cherry’s IGA 
supermarket, making (and eating!) our own 
personal fruit pizzas, and projects about food 
groups and healthy food was also part of the 
fun.  
 

Our three year-old class learned about some 
Bible heroes.  Singing a song about a sling and 
five little stones taught us that a small shepherd 
boy (David), with a BIG faith in God, was able to 
slay Goliath.  Using lion masks we created from 
paper plates and tissue paper, we ROARED 
loudly as Daniel was lowered into the lion’s den, 
and then closed our lion’s mouth as God 
protected Daniel from the ferocious beasts.  
Cookie cars helped us remember that  God  is 
always   with    us,     even    when   we      travel 
(1 Peter 5:7).  Miss Betsy from Lincoln Memorial 
Gardens paid a visit and brought along a few 
puppet friends who taught us about mammals 
and hibernation.  Poor Woodchuck just couldn’t 
fall asleep but fortunately for him, friends Skunk, 
Rabbit and Raccoon helped!  I wish you all could 
have seen the sweet little faces of Eli, Collin, 
London, Addison, Kellen, Payton, Michael and 
Coy, who were all mesmerized by the animal 
voices in front of them.      
 

Once again, we are honoring one child in our 
three year-old class and two children in our four 
year-old class each week as our “Someone 
Special”.  This on-going theme reinforces our 
uniqueness as children of Christ and allows us 
to focus special attention on each child.  Poster 
boards  with  pictures of the children, their family  

 
 
 
and friends, pets, etc. will be displayed in the 
hall.  Don’t forget to stop by and check out some 
adorable photos.  
  

Tina Richmond and Susan Stewart, Scrip 
Coordinators, continue to do a wonderful job of 
promoting the Scrip Program to Preschool and 
G.R.O.W. families, and I so appreciate their hard 
work.  Because of their efforts we had several 
preschool parents purchase scrip cards during 
the Christmas season.  Thank you too to Trinity 
members who whole-heartedly support this 
program.  This income goes directly to the 
preschool budget and is used to purchase items 
used daily -- juice, cups and classroom supplies.  
God’s blessings to each and every Trinity 
Lutheran Church member!    
    
Love & prayers,     
Teresa Todt  
Director/Teacher    
   
 
 

Home Run King  

Menôs Bible 

Study  

Group Facilitator:  

Jim Bandy  
All men of Trinity are invited to 

× Talk Baseball 

× Talk & Walk the faith 
in a Bible Study meeting on Sunday nights at 

7PM in the Great Room. 
February 12: Second Base:  “Good Chatter” 
February 19: Rounding third and Headed for 

Home 
It’s not too late to join this group of men. 

Hit a Homerun by passing on the faith to the 
next generation! 

 
 

 
Planning Summer 

Vacations? 
Don’t forget Vacation Bible 
School June 24 -28!  

Mark your calendars now for an 
 Amazing Dessert Journey: Where Jesus 

Leads Us Home. 
 



 

Join “Tea Thyme 
With God” Bible 
Study Group for a 
Special Valentine 
Gathering……….. 
The ñTea Thyme with Godò Women’s Bible 
Study group will meet twice in February, at 9:30 
A.M. at the church.  On Monday, February 6, 
the group will celebrate God’s love with a special 
Valentine gathering.  If you would like to be in 
the Valentine exchange, please bring one 
Valentine Card in addition to your Bible, and 
your special Valentine tea/coffee cup and share 
a cup of friendship in Christian fellowship.   
We will complete the final lesson in the series 
“The HEART of JESUS-Lesson 12-ñThe 
Women Who Witnessed Jesusô Resurrection-
Surprised by Joy.ò We will also begin a new 
Bible study, “COFFEE with the SAVIORò.  The 
first chapter ñHe Wants to Have Coffee with 
Me? will be studied.  
Have you ever thought about what you want in a 
best friend?  Is it someone who would meet with 
you every day?  No matter what your mood is, 
this friend would gladly listen and hear your 
every word, your every thought and concern 
would be important.  Nothing would get in the 
way of your friend’s being there for you.  You 
would be number one top priority every day.  
Your best friend would love you without restraint 
or condition, would always welcome you, and 
would never turn away.  If a friend like this has 
ever been your wish, then we welcome you to a 
place where you can meet Him.  If you long for 
connection and companionship with a friend who 
truly cares about you, and you hope for 
someone who would accept you and want to be 
with you, we have that Someone. His name is 
Jesus. He wants to be your closest friend too. 

So grab a cup of coffee or tea in your 
special cup, a Bible and a pen.  
Then, let us welcome you, friend! 

Welcome to Coffee with the Savior. 
The group will meet again on February 20, to 
continue this study of chapter 1, ñHe Wants to 
Have Coffee with Me? 
The “Tea Thyme with God” group will provide 
food and serve the Italian Beef Lenten Meal on 
Wednesday, March 7.  Those who are 
contributing or preparing the food please bring 
the food to the church on the 7

th
, and those 

volunteering to serve the meal please be at the 
church by 5:00 p.m. 
 

Looking Ahead; 
Monday, March 12 
Monday, March 26 
All women are welcome! Please bring your Bible 
and favorite tea/coffee cup and share a cup of 
friendship in Christian fellowship.  If you have 
any questions please call Joyce Wanless, Bible 
study leader, at 483-4283. 
Please be sure to check out the Christian 
Education Spotlight Bulletin Board on the west 
wall in the M-P Room.  “Tea Thyme with god” 
Women’s Bible study group is “spotlighted” for 
the month of February. 

 

ŰƂƀŸƁLƆ Šƈżſŷ 
We praise God! Mite Box 
Project #4-$10,000 for the 
New Mission Building for Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, St. 
Joseph, IL and Mite Box 

Project #5-$5,000 to Concordia Seminary LCMS 
Partner Church Graduate Student Scholarship 
HAVE BEEN PAID!! 
The fiscal year ends on March 31.  There are 
three more mite box projects to be funded.  Mite 
Box #6 is $4,000 for Alaska Mission for Christ-
VBS, St. John’s, Buckley, IL-Alaska Mission for 
Christ is committed to sharing the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the unchurched in Alaska. This 
grant will be used within the next two to three 
years to contribute toward the expense of a VBS 
mission trip for 10 youth and two leaders from 
St. John’s, Buckley.  The balance of the 
expense will be earned through fund raisers.  
This will give our young adults an opportunity to 
express their faith and be involved in spreading 
the gospel.  The “BIG MITE BOX” 
will be out on Sunday, February 5

th
 

for anyone who wants to contribute 
to LWML mission projects. 
 

Collecting Cancelled Stampsé 

Ongoing Project for Missions  
 

On an ongoing basis we will be collecting 
cancelled stamps to generate money for LWML 
(Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) mission 
projects.  Please harvest cancelled stamps from 
your mail to meet the following requirements: 

¶ Trim around the stamp, leaving only 1/8” 
of the envelope. 

¶ Do not cut off any corners of the stamp. 

¶ Stamp must be complete and 
undamaged. 

Please deposit your trimmed stamps in the 
specially-marked basket on the Christian 
education table (along west wall) in the M/P 
room.



 

Sunday School News 

 

Farewell to Alleluia 
SUNDAY, Feb. 19, all classes will carry their 
alleluia posters forward at the end of the 
8:00 and beginning of the 10:15 services.  
They will also sing Hallelujah, Praise Ye the 
Lord.  These posters will be put into a box 
and stored until Easter when they will 
decorate the church.  During lent we do not 
sing alleluias in worship.  Lent is a solemn 
time of reflection on our sins and the 
suffering of Christ.  On Easter, we joyously 
burst forth with Alleluias in praise for the 
resurrection of Christ.  Please meet in the 
multipurpose room at  8:45 to sing at the 
early service and stay after Sunday School 
to sing at the beginning of the late service. 
Please make every effort to join us for this 
special day. 
 

Cherub Choir (grades PreK-3) will 
practice at 9:15 AM in the Sanctuary 
on February 12.  They will be singing 

“I Love to Come to God’s House” at both 
services on February 19.  . 

 

Family Time Activity 

and Record Sheet. 
It’s not too late to try an 

activity! 
 

J Try the activity at home this week. 
J Complete the Record sheet and return it 

to Sunday School next week. 

J Each time you return a completed Record 
Sheet, your family will be entered into a 
drawing for a Family Pack of Tickets to 
Knight’s Action Park. 

 

Looking Ahead to March 
March 11 –Family Breakfast at 9:15–    
       Sunday School at 9:30 
March 18- Easter Music Practice – 9:15 -     
       9:30, Class Time 9:30-10 
March 25 – Camp CILCA Special Opening     
        9:15-9:30, then Easter Service     
        Run Through 
 

 
January Perfect Attendance 

2’s & 3’s – Michael Moldenhauer 
1-3– Matthew Moldenhauer, Alea Homan 
4-5 –Abby Barrington, Seth Homan,  
        David Moldenhauer  

 

Attendance Award 
Goes to 4

th
 and 5

th
!!! 

 

This class will proudly display the 
attendance banner in their 

classroom.  They will also    
  receive a special snack. 

 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Jesus 

Company 

 
 
 
 

Grades 3-5 
Will meet for warm-ups, locker room chats, 

games, concessions, and souvenirs.  
Please join us on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays, 6:15-7:30 PM.  We will meet 
in the Great Room West room. 

February 15 – Christ the Rock 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Family of Faith 
As Christians we are part of a Family 
of Faith with all other believers.  As 
members and friends of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, we are part of the 
Family of Faith at Trinity in Auburn.  

As a church family we encourage one 
another and build each other up.  Regardless of 
your age or your household type, you are a part 
of Family Ministry at Trinity.  Please join with 
other members of the Family of Faith in these 
special events. 

 

Family Sunday  
 

All families of Trinity will be invited to participate 
in the worship services on the 1

st
 Sunday of the 

month. 
Each family will be invited to participate in the 
following ways as they are comfortable doing: 

o Serve as greeters 
o Serve as lay readers 
o Serve as ushers 
o Select 1 favorite hymn to be 

included in the service that day 
o share a musical talent if so inclined 

Multiple generations of one family are 
encouraged to serve together.  Telephone 
contacts will be made to schedule your Family 
Sunday. 
Families may want to consider serving on a 
Sunday near a special date in their lives.  We 
want to get to know your family and grow 
together as a Family of Faith. 

 

Family Time Meals  
Everyone at Trinity is invited! 

 

× Enjoy a meal with your family 
 

× Learn creative ways to pass on the faith 
to your children and grandchildren 

 

× Share any insights from the Family Time 
Activities you tried at home 

 

× Knight’s Action Park Caribbean Water 
Adventure ticket winners will be 

announced! 
 

Sunday, March 11 at 9:15 AM  
(Breakfast between services) 

OR 

Wednesday, March 14 at  
6 PM  

(Dinner before the Lenten service) 

Camp CILCA Summer 2012  

To Register go to 

w ww.CILCA.org  

Payment coupons for Camp 
CILCA are also available on the 

table in the multipurpose room.    Trinity will pay 
half of the cost of camp.  Please see Donna 
Moldenhauer for completion of coupons. 
 
June 6-8: Archery Camp: Grade Level 5-9: $135.00 
 

June 6-8: Trailblazers 1:  Grade Level 1-4: $135.00 
 

June 8-9: Parent Child 1 Camp 1: $75.00 (total) 
 

June 10-15: Explorers 1: Grade Level: 5-7: $250.00 
 

June 10-15: Explorers Bike Camp: Grade Level 5-7 
       $285.00  
June 10-15: Explorers Volleyball: Grade Level 5-7: 
       $285.00 
June 17-22: Adventurers 1: Grade Level 6-8:  
      $250.00 
June 17-22: Adventurers Volleyball: Grade Level 6-8:  
      $285.00 
June 17-22: Adventurers Night Owl: Grade Level 6-8:  
      $285.00 
June 24-June 29: All Camp: Grade Level: 2-8:$250.00 
 

June 24-26: Quack Attack: Grade Level: 1-4:  $135.00 
 

June 27-28: Grand Ol Child Camp:  $75.00 (total) 
 

July 1-3: Trailblazers 2: Grade Level 1-4: $135.00 
 

July 1-3:  Paintball: Grade Level 5-9: $185.00 
 

 

July 5-7: Quack Attack Grades 1-4: $135.00 
 

July 6-7: Parent Child 2 Camp: $75.00  
 

July 8-13: Drama Camp: Grade Level 6-8: $285.00 
 

July 8-13: Pioneers Camp: Grade Level 3-5:$250.00 
 

July 11-13: Pioneers Outpost: Grade Level 3-5: 
     $135.00 
July 15-20: Explorers 2: Grade Level: 5-7:$250.00 
 

July 15-20: Explorers Outpost: Grade Level 5-7:  
      $250.00 
July 18-19: Grand Ol Child Camp:  $75.00 (total) 
 

July 20-21: Parent Child 3 Camp:  $75.00 (total) 
 

July 22-24: Joyful Hearts Session 1: $115.00 
 

July 24-26: Joyful Hearts Session 2: $115.00 
 

July 21-27: Volunteer Week: $10.00 (cost of t-shirt) 
 

July 29-August 3: Guitar Camp: Grade Level: 9-12:            
 $250.00 
July 29-August 3: High School Week: Grade Level: 9-        
             12:$250.00 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Membership Report for 2011 
 
A.  Membership on December 31, 2011 

1. Baptized Members on Roster of Trinity: 938 
2. Communicant Members on Roster of Trinity: 688 
3. Started 2011 with 928 Baptized Members and 680 Communicant Members 

 
B.  Membership Changes in 2010: 

1. 10 infants and children were added to God’s family through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism: 
  Jonah Martin Karrick, son of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Karrick 
  Caroline Ann Gruber, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Gruber 
  Aaron Alan Blount, son of Mr. and Mrs. Loren Blount 
  Beckett Hughes Swinger, son of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Swinger 
  Lilly Anne and Cade Brian Skogsberg, children of Mr. and Mrs. Brent Skogsberg 
  Maksim Rollin Patterson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mathew Patterson 
  Annabelle Louise Marie Buttner, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Buttner 
  Kadence Elizabeth Shipp, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Brian Shipp 
  Mason Lee Durr, son of Ms. Jennifer Durr 
     2.   1 adult was added to God’s family thru the Sacrament of Holy Baptism: 
  Stephany L. Shipp 
     3.     4 adults were added to God’s family by the Rite of Adult Confirmation: 
  Paige Evans Dambacher Bob Hogan 
  Dick Schnapp    Wendy Tripp 
     4. 9 baptized members of Trinity became Communicant members by the Rite of Junior Confirmation: 
  Claudia Dinardo  Kenzie Hausman Jacob Rouse 
  Brock Donaldson Lauren Helms  Sarah Sanchez 
  Andrea Gonterman Erica Michels  Brady Smith 
     5. 2 persons transferred into Trinity from other Lutheran Churches:   
  Mr. Gus Bretscher, Ms. Linda Kaprelion 
     6. 3 persons were released to join Christian churches of their choice.  
     7. 8 Funeral/Memorial Services were held and conducted by Trinity’s pastor’s 
 (4 Communicant Members of Trinity): 

 Bernice Webster Mabel McKay 
 Ruth Komnick Seifert Robert D. Williams 
 Pat Jaeger  Marian Davis 
 Larry Handy 
 Betty Jo Prill 
8. 8 weddings were conducted by Pastor’s of Trinity: 

¶ Nicholas Buttner and Mandy Heren 

¶ Tracy Beard and Steven Rakes 

¶ Ryan Dambacher and Paige Evans 

¶ Cory Sisk and Sarah Henry 

¶ Jason Herchy and Rebecca Edwards 

¶ Jenna Hogan and Erik Smith 

¶ Jessica Ladage and William Kowalski 

¶ Kathryn Williams and William Edley 
 

C. Report of Worship Participation and Involvement in 2011: 
    1.  Total communion attendance was 3652 
 (3447 in 2010) 
    2.  The average per Sunday Worship Service attendance was 190 
 (188 in 2010) 
    3.  Attendance at Special Services/Sundays: 
 Maundy Thursday 170   Youth Sunday         217  
 Palm Sunday  320   Thanksgiving            70 
 Easter   395   Christmas Sunday  224  
 Mother’s Day  224   Christmas Eve        391 
    .  Lenten Service Attendance: 146 (Ash Wednesday), 98, 72, 82, 72, 68 
  


